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CABINET DECISIONS - REVIEW 

50. Mr T. BUSWELL to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question.  What specific actions has the Premier taken to ensure that his cabinet decisions 
have not been corrupted by the influence of Brian Burke and Julian Grill? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
It is quite difficult to see.  I would like to stand out here beside my seat and give myself a bit more space.  I feel 
as though I have worked myself into this one. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Come on, hotshot interviewer.  Go on.  You used to ask the questions.  Try answering them. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  In a sense, I feel sorry for the member for Cottesloe.  When I read those comments in 
the Sunday Times, on the one hand I thought, “Well, this is good.  He has provided us with a whole pile of 
ammunition”, but I actually felt sorry for him as an individual.  In all the time he has spent sitting there, barking 
from the sidelines, he has learnt nothing - not one thing - and all his colleagues know it.  He has not learnt a 
thing. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Come on, answer. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  It is best he remain quiet, I think.  It may have escaped the notice of members of the 
opposition, but certain actions have taken place, some of them directed by me, in the past few months in relation 
to ministerial responsibility and ministerial activities.  Over and above that, there is an organisation called the 
Corruption and Crime Commission that is set up to investigate corruption, misbehaviour and misconduct 
wherever it can be found.  It is in fact a standing royal commission with no terms of reference and with almost 
no inhibition about the matters it can pursue in investigation. 

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the Leader of the Opposition to order for the second time.  It is time we allowed the 
Premier to speak without a torrent of interjections. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I think I have made the point.  The CCC is there to investigate matters.  If issues are 
brought to my attention that require action, such as the dismissal of a minister, I think I have demonstrated that I 
will do it. 

The SPEAKER:  Before we go on, clearly the sound system in this place is much better than it used to be.  I 
hear every word that members are uttering.  Therefore, a lot more people will be called to order if we continue at 
that level of interjection.  
 


